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Dear All 

I think it is time for another newsletter!  Having just come off one of the most beautiful barges in France 

(and for those of you interested next year we will be doing this on June 11th as I know there are some 

of you already keen to bring a group)  I now want to see if I can convince a small party of you (maybe 8 

or 9 people) to join us in Kenya either before or after Christmas … or even for Christmas!   

There has just been an article published in the Sunday Times saying how ‘back in form’ Kenya is.  Let us 

not forget what an extraordinarily beautiful country this is we are talking about with a unique and incredibly 

colourful history.  Diana and I have both lived in Kenya (Diana was actually born out there) and we still 

have a house outside Nairobi where we were married and where Diana’s father lived for many years.  We 

would start the fortnight with a lunch party here for you on the verandah with friends who have lived here all 

their lives.  A good introduction to colonial life style then before you off into the bush. 

 

 

 

We would like to take you on this point up into the Samburu country with Alan du Fresne’s daughter Helen.  

She has set up what we think is the best walking safari in Kenya.  We would try and walk 8 days which 

would mean from around between 6 o’clock in the morning to 1 o’clock in the afternoon.  Gentle strolling.  

This is luxury camping of course and the camels do the heavy work.  Helen’s Samburu team are the most 

wonderful company and make African bush  a small heaven.  If you ever get tired then the camel is there to 

take you off your feet.  The landscape is unbelievable. 

For those of you really not keen on walking we work with other great friends on a more traditional Kenya 

safari starting in the Masai Mara with no walking.  We just do game drives and then there is an optional 

walk of three days over the Loita Hills and down the Nguruman escarpment.  At Magadi it is all fascinating  
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as you are on the Rift Valley floor.  This is one of our favourite places in Kenya and really not visited by the 

main tourist trade.   

Lake Magadi is one of the great soda lakes and has the most extra-ordinary birdlife.  It is very hot down 

there but we are snuggled in to the banks of the great grey green (well yellow actually) greasy banks of the 

Ewaso Ngiro river.   December is just after the late rains so there should be water in the river which makes it 

a wonderful place to cool off.   

We would finish, as with the Samburu safari, with the fabulous hospitality of Roger Sylvester at the 

Driftwood Club, Malindi, looking over of the East Indian Ocean. 

 

 

 

So please think about getting out of the Brexit blues because don’t kid yourself if you think the media would 

have calmed down by Christmas.  Let’s all sit around the fire and tell happy stories of the death of kings … 

Shakespeare, Coleridge and Van der Merwe 

Just get in touch if this gives you an appetite to receive more information. 

 

With our love 

 

James, Diana and Coco and Louis 


