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Dear All 

I have just succeeded (I hope I am not speaking too soon) in sending our first Mailchimp email which announces our 

new website and allows you to access it straight away by clicking on LOOK NOW !!  Quite exciting as it is technology 

way beyond my poetic head.  Please do tell us straight away if you had issues downloading the site and things do not 

seem to work as you think they should. The sooner we hear from you the better!  Our designers assure us that it 

should work perfectly!!  It has many images which may be familiar to you.  If they are not familiar it means you have 

not walked those paths and need to start thinking about it!   

Our hearts go out to all our dear friends in Norcia who we cannot contact and who have suffered the most terrible 

earthquake.  We will see whether we can come and support by returning in June but maybe this is foolhardy 

professionally and when we come out for the Tuscan week Diana and I will nip over to Norcia to see the Bianconi 

family in Norcia and Giorgio, the master butcher, in Visso.  Pepe and Gentile are fine in Assisi.  It is a disaster though 

in the Sibellini.  The entire church of San Benedetto (where St Benedict was supposed to have been born) has 

crumbled to the ground except the façade and the tower.  Do say if you would like to try Umbria this coming year. 

 

 

                    San Benedetto now                             San Benedetto before                                   Norcia now 

Such are the problems with living in these mountainous parts of the world.  The last quake there was over twenty 

years ago.   Renzi, the Italian prime minister, has sworn to rebuild all damage stone by stone to get it back exactly as 

it was.  Watch this space.  So it is a difficult year perhaps for us all!  Elections with choices by the people.  Next 

comes France … then Scotland …?  I must say that the beauty of what we do with The Walking Party takes you away 

from all this troubled mood and as Louis Armstrong said  

Grab your boots and get your hat, leave your worries on the doorstep. 

Just direct your feet to the sunny side of the street. 

Can't you hear that pitter pat, oh that happy tune is your step. 

Life can be so sweet, on the sunny side of the street. 

All you have to do now is find that sunny side and look at the new website!   

 

 

mailto:walks@orange.fr
http://www.thewalkingparty.co.uk/


 

 

 

It is important to mention flowers now as one of the most beautiful parts of walking in landscape is when it is full in 

bloom.  I have mentioned to some of you about Gerard Manley Hopkins referring to the kestrel as:  ‘the achieve of, 

the mastery of thing’.   All we have to do is to refer this to the flowers and agree.  They are so unbelievably beautiful 

and diverse.  Man’s obsession with flowers must go back to the prehistoric days!  I am about to go to Amsterdam, 

where Louis is studying for a term, and I am looking forward to seeing the bloom paintings of van Huysum and 

Rachel Ruysch.  The Dutch were so obsessed by the beauty of tulips in the sixteenth century that one single Viceroy 

bulb was exchanged for 1000 pounds of cheese, 4 oxen, 8 pigs, 12 sheep, a bed and a suit of clothes according to 

Kenneth Clark in Civilisation.   

Well, we offer three stunning floral walks in May in the Dordogne Quercy and the Haut Quercy.  Do take a look at the 

website and see if you feel like joining us.  This beautiful mill house on the Célé river will be included in our Haut 

Quercy walk.  Not to mention the extraordinary flowers in June of Umbria and Tuscany. 

 

 

 

More Mailchimp emails will be on their way.  They will just be showing you reminders of how beautiful each walk 

that we do really is and of course all that without those hidden surprises!   

Do please talk about us to your friends as we envisage a difficult year ahead with this political climate of unrest. 

With our love 

James 

 


